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Creating

a Rotary Centennial Forest

At the Entrance to the Koya Pilgrimage Route
designed the World Heritage

60 Clubs of District 2640 (Osaka and Wakayama)

Last year District 2640's then
governor Kanji Maekubo and this
years current governor Jiichiro
Nakajima launched three close-knit,
well devised Centennial Projects to
run concurrently over a period of
two years. Two of these projects will
begin in earnest in the near future,
but the Rotary Centennial Forest
project is now in its final stages
nearing completion, thanks to the
dedicated efforts of 60 clubs in the
district. The following is a brief
description of this project.

The Rotary Centennial Forest
Project was announced at the
District Assembly in April 2003,
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and all clubs were called upon for

support. A site for the proposed
forest was not decided on until the
Koya-Kumano Pilgrimage Route
area, scheduled to be designated the
World Heritage Site in the summer
of 2004, presented us with the
opportunity to do a commemorative
project that would be remembered
by future generations.

We began a “Every Person,
Every Tree” campaign whereby each
individual, family or club would
contribute 10,000 yen (approx.
90 dollars) to a fund to be used to
purchase the trees. We selected

mountain cherry (blossoms in

spring), zelkova (early summer
green), maple (autumn colors),
chestnut (gathering nuts), etc. with
the idea of creating a forest that
people can enjoy every season
throughout the year.

The project is scheduled to last
two years from July 2003 to June
2005, but we are considering an
extension if the need arises. The
area includes nearly seven and a half
acres, and our goal is 3,000 trees,
or 30 million yen (approx. 270,000
dollars). We asked the Wakayama
Society for Promoting Reforestation
to join us as a partner in hopes of
support from a specialist point of
view.

Subsequently the 60 supporting
clubs each has resistered their
centennial community project and
the tree purchasing fund has kept
growing as scheduled.

On May 9 2004 the initial
ceremony held at the Koya Mountain
site in a gentle rain fell. The 250
participants included Wakayama
Prefecture governor Kimura, the
mayor of Koya and other officials,
together with Rotarians and
their families, who planted the
commemorative trees one at a time
in pursuit of a dream that spans
the next hundred years. The day's
events also included the unveiling of
a commemorative plaque.

Our first objective is to cover
a third of the site with 1,000 trees,
with the remaining 2,000 trees to
be planted within the year. As of this
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amounts to 1,800 trees or 18 million
yen (approx. 160,000 dollars).
On July 1, the first day of the
present district governor Nakajima's
term, at the UNESCO World Heritage
convention held in China, "Sacred
sites and Pilgrimage Routes in the
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writing (July 2004), our tree fund

Kii Mountains Range and
the Cultural Landscapes
that Surround Them" was
officially designated as
Japan's twelfth World
Heritage Site. We of District
2640 feel the joy, and
also the deep significance,
of giving to posterity a
lasting treasure to mark the
entrance to this World Heritage Site,
which incidentally is one of only two
pilgrimage routes receiving such
status, the other being the one in
Santiago, Spain.

Katsuhito Kawamura

Member of Rotary-no-Tomo Editorial
Committee (District 2640)



